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Similar Images 
paintings and prints, ongoing project since 2011 
 
The Google image search system (images.google.com) is basically used to look for the source and 
data of a photograph, but it is also possible to upload any picture we made, and the system gives us 
αǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƛƳŀƎŜǎέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿŜ ǳǇƭƻŀŘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀƭƎƻǊƛǘƘƳΣ DƻƻƎƭŜ 
examines the pixels, the colour, structure, composition etc. I uploaded the reproduction of six 
paintings which I made at the same time, using a similar method, looking at the same model (which 
was a tap in the studio) ς I was looking at only the model, not the canvas, and tried to synchronize 
the movement of my hand with the eye movement, so the differences between the paintings were 
created randomly.  
Every now and then I upload again these paintings to images.google.com and ask Google if they are 
really similar or not. The search system changes every year, sometimes gets better, sometimes 
worse, but helps to contemplate on the meaning of similarity. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

 
 
Similar images no. 1, 2011, acrylic on canvas, 40 x 40 cm 
 

 
 
Some search results after the first painting, October 2011 
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Some search results after the first painting, April 2015 
 

 
 
Some search results after the first painting, October 2018 
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Some search results after the first painting in Google Art Palette (which deals with artworks and compare 
them by colour: https://artsexperiments.withgoogle.com/artpalette/), October 2018 

https://artsexperiments.withgoogle.com/artpalette/
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Similar images no. 2, 2011, acrylic on canvas, 40 x 40 cm 
 

 
 
Some search results after the second painting, October 2011 


